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Regional

Brown studies problems of "Food Deserts"
To many people geography deals with
maps and the location of countries and
cities, but there is much more to the work
of geographers. One example is the work
done by Stacey Brown, an assistant professor in the department of geography at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville,
who specializes in an area that is unknown
to most but extremely important – medical geography.
Born in Ardmore, Okla., Brown received
her bachelor ’s degree in geography from
Oklahoma State University and her
master ’s, also in geography, from the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte.
She completed her doctorate in geography
from Oklahoma State University.
While her field of medical geography
may appear very specialized, it is in fact
a broad area of research, encompassing
everything from the impact of diet to climate change on public health. The specific
questions scholars in her field address are
varied. Do residents have access to physicians and hospitals? Are there opportunities for residents to get physical activity?
Do people feel safe in their neighborhoods? Do they feel connected with their
neighbors? Are there grocery stores available to sell fresh fruits and vegetables?
“One of the neatest things I think that
has been discussed is this idea of food
deserts,” Brown said. “A food desert is
an area in a neighborhood or in a city or
in a country that has no access to fresh
fruits and vegetables or maybe to a grocery store. So there has been a lot of work
done, especially in the United Kingdom
and also here in America, looking at
where these grocery stores are and what
kind of impact is occurring with them not
being in a particular location, and what

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
kind of influence and positive impact that
having fresh fruits and vegetables can
have on a diet.”
Another issue she has worked on is
whether hospitals in the United States are
located where they should be. “I think
hospitals need to be in more of a central
location,” Brown said. “Specifically in
rural areas they are probably not where
they need to be. In the cities they are
probably going to be more downtown or
maybe even out on the fringe to handle
new populations. There is also an impact
of these “minute clinics,” the health care
centers that are open longer during the
day and on weekends. So I think that has
probably helped a little bit of the hospitals’ burden.”
Problems happen not only regarding
the location of hospitals but of physicians
as well. “There is actually a larger problem worldwide of a deficit of doctors,”
Brown explained. “Even doctors that are
trained in Africa or even in the Caribbean
will want to come to the United States for
their practices and to do medicine. It is
creating a worldwide deficit.”
The data that she and her colleagues
generate – despite being very visual – are
not always taken into consideration by
policy makers. “I think unfortunately politics and money does play a role,” Brown
said. “I think education is one of the biggest keys to overcoming a problem. And
even maybe there is not room for building a new grocery store somewhere, but
maybe we can talk to people about how

to properly prepare food and start preparing food at home rather than buying food
from fast food locations.”
Due to the real-world applications of
the kind of work people in medical geography do, Brown said that there is a growing job market for people with geography
skills. “We have one of the highest job outlooks for the next two or three years and
you can work anywhere from a corporate
environment to government offices,” she
said. “It really runs the gamut.”
Brown was also involved in some studies related to the effects of Hurricane
Katrina. “I got to be involved in analyzing the locations of shelters,” said
Brown. “So I looked at where residents
in New Orleans went during Katrina
and really found out that most people
did not like to go very far away from
their home. Usually it was about 90
miles away.”
Her next big project will be in St. Louis
where she will be analyzing infant mortality and the differences that exist that can
be connected to race, poverty and income.
“There is a stark difference between the
number of infants that die every year to
Caucasians versus those that are AfricanAmerican,” Brown said. “My new research
now is going to look at where the hospitals and doctors are and try to see if we
can maybe lower that infant mortality for
residents black and white everywhere and
here in St. Louis.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m.
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Stacey Brown at her office.

Big Brothers Big Sisters
recognizes volunteers
For the Intelligencer
In observance of the enormous value volunteers provide Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Southwestern Illinois, April 15-21
is being recognized as National
Volunteer Week in 2011.
Independent Sector, based
in Washington D.C., estimates
that a volunteer hour is valued
at $21.36 per hour and states,
"The estimate helps acknowledge
the millions of individuals who
dedicate their time, talents, and
energy to making a difference."
America was built on ordinary
people banding together to do
extraordinary things. That spirit
still sustains the nation.
“I am thankful for our volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters,
Board Members, donors and
event participants who change
children’s lives and positively

African dance group
returning to LCCC

impact our entire community”
said president and CEO, Barbara
Cempura. “Independent research
shows that children matched
with a mentor in our program are
more likely to succeed in and out
of school.”
Big Brothers Big Sisters serves
youth in St. Clair, Madison, Clinton
and Monroe counties and seeks to
provide a mentor for every child in
Southwestern Illinois who wants
and needs one.
The agency partners with parents, volunteers and others in
the community and holds itself
accountable for each child achieving higher aspirations, greater
confidence and better relationships as well as avoidance of
risky behaviors and educational
success.
For information call 618 3983162 or go to the web site www.
bbbsil.org.

VILLAGE
Continued from Page 1
He is a longtime member of the American Water Works Association and
the Southwest Central Water Plant Operators Association.
In addition, Govreau has been a member of the Glen Carbon volunteer fire department for the last 28 years and has been affiliated with the
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Little League Association for the past four years.
He is also a member of the Edwardsville Gun Club.
Jackstadt said Govreau’s experience makes him the right nomination for
the position.
“I feel his knowledge and expertise will allow him to advance in his new
position,” Jackstadt said. “He provides stability in that he is very familiar
with our public works department.”

CHARGES
Continued from Page 1
The company specializes in residential and commercial concrete finishing
and custom swimming pool installation. He’s been doing it for about four
years. “I’m not by any means out to defraud anybody, just trying to make a
living,” he said.
As much trouble as the Maryville situation caused, Norbury says he is
happy charges were finally dropped. “You couldn’t ask for a better outcome,”
he said. “The sad part is, we had to go through all the hoops because it wasn’t
just as easy as returning her money.”

Event will remember Diversity Council founder
For the Intelligencer
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A member of Afriky Lolo performs.

A popular African dance group
will return to the campus of Lewis
and Clark this spring for a performance sponsored by the Diversity
Council in memory of one of its
founding members.
Afriky Lolo is back by popular
demand and will perform at 12:30
p.m. on Thursday, April 26 in the
Benjamin Godfrey Memorial Chapel
on the college’s Godfrey Campus.
The performance is free and open to
the public, and is sponsored by the
L&C Diversity Council in memory
of sociology faculty member Chris
Sutcliff.
“Not only was the idea of a
Diversity Council at Lewis and Clark
part of Chris’ vision, but Afriky Lolo
is actually a group that he insisted
we bring to campus for our students,
employees and the public to experience,” said Ann Davidson, Diversity
Council and Art faculty member.
Davidson said the Diversity

Council wanted to bring the popular
dance group back to campus this
spring.
“In an amazing twist of fate,
Chris’ family made a donation to
the Lewis and Clark Community
College Foundation and asked that
it be used to support a diversity
event, which they deemed would
be Chris’ wishes,” she said. “We are
so pleased to present this concert in
Chris’ memory, with the support of
Chris’ family.”
Afriky Lolo brings African dance
to the community through teaching
and performance so that people will
gain a rich understanding of African
heritage and experience the joy and
power of dance accompanied by
drumming. Founder Diadie Bathily
is a master dancer from the Cote
d’Ivoire, West Africa.
The performance will reflect the
rich culture of West Africa, enhanced
by traditional masks and costumes.
For more information about the
event, contact Davidson at (618) 4684657.

Arts&Music
Friday, April 13
s *AY . 7AYLON  PM  0LANET "OOGIE
8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
s 3TILE !NTICO #ATHEDRAL "ASILICA 3T
Louis, 8:00 p.m.
s 2USSELL -ALONE  THE #YRUS #HESTNUT
Trio, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
and 9:30 p.m.
s *EFFREY - 7RIGHT 3OUTHERN 2OOTS
Kranzberg Arts Center Studio, St. Louis,
8:00 p.m.
s 4HE 2ETURN OF 0URE 0RAIRIE ,EAGUE AND
Brewer & Shipley, The Wildey Theatre,
Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m.
s 4HREE "AD *ACKS W (OT #LUB "IBLE "ELT
Sinners, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors
8:30 p.m.
s +INETIX W 5NANIMOUS 6IBE3TEADY 4HE
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m.
s ,A 'UITARA FEAT 0ATTY ,ARKIN -URIEL

Anderson & Vicki Genfan, Old Rock House,
St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
s -Og 0LEASURE ,AURIEgS 0LACE "ACK "AR
Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
s 0ETTY #ASH *UNCTION W *4  &RIENDS
Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 7:30 p.m.
%XPIRE W #AN 7E 7IN &OREVER 9OUNG s
Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
s (ABEGER VS ,OTZ %DWARDSVILLE !RTS #ENTER
Edwardsville, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Runs through
April 19
s ,IQUID 4ERRAIN  9EARS OF 7ORKS ON 0APER BY
Eva Lundsager, The Sheldon, St. Louis, noon - 5:00
p.m., Runs through August 18.

Saturday, April 14
s 2USSELL -ALONE  THE #YRUS #HESTNUT 4RIO
Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30
p.m.
s 4HE 2ETURN OF 0URE 0RAIRIE ,EAGUE AND "REWER

& Shipley, The Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville,
8:00 p.m.
s "ARELY &REE W "RITCHES 3INA 3O 0RO 0LUSH
St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m.
s 4IDAL 6OLUME #$ 2ELEASE 0ARTY 0OLARIS 4HE
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
s %UFORQUESTRA W -IKEY 7EHLING  4HE
Reverbs, Old Rock House, St. Louis, Doors 8:00
p.m.
s (OOSIER $ADDYgS  PM  0LANET "OOGIE
8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
s 3CYTHIAN 3UITE 0OWELL (ALL 3T ,OUIS $OORS
8:00 p.m.
s *AM 3ESSION W -Og 0LEASURE  PM 
Whiskey Rock, 6:00 p.m., Laurie's Place (Front
Bar), Edwardsville
s !NONYMOUS 8 ,AURIEgS 0LACE "ACK "AR
Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
s "EARRACUDA &UBAR 3T ,OUIS $OORS 
p.m.

JUDGE
Continued from Page 1

Cutting in

The remaining candidates, announced by Chief Judge Ann Callis, are:
s 0HILIP !LFELD
s #HRISTOPHER *4 "AUER
s !NDREW #ARRUTHERS
s $AVID $UGAN
s $ONALD &LACK
s 0HILIP ,ADING
s -AUREEN 3CHUETTE
s +ELLY 3ULLIVAN AND
s ,ON 7EAVER

Members of the
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon
Chamber of Commerce
recently joined the staff at
Bin 51 Wine & Spirits for
a ribbon cutting ceremony.
The business is located
at 200 S. Buchanan St.
in Edwardsville. For more
information, go to www.
bin51wines.com or contact
Brian Kuchta at 307-5909.
For the Intelligencer.

MARYVILLE
Continued from Page 1
Schardan provided his monthly activity report for March, telling board
members the police department received 252 calls for service, wrote 238 citations and responded to nine motor vehicle accidents.

